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COMPOSITION BRIEF 2

Brave New World Revisited

Create a composition using the extract taken from Brave New World Revisited by Aldous 
Huxley. The meaning of the text must be reflected in the music. Your composition may 
take the form of a song (which must include recorded vocals), or a piece of contemporary 
music using audio samples created from recorded extracts of the text. You may adapt or 
reorder the words.

Your composition must be THREE MINUTES long.

Brave New World Revisited (abridged)

“In regard to propaganda the early advocates of universal literacy and a free press 
envisaged only two possibilities: the propaganda might be true, or the propaganda 
might be false. They did not foresee what in fact has happened, above all in our Western 
capitalist democracies - the development of a vast mass communications industry, 
concerned in the main neither with the true nor the false, but with the unreal, the more 
or less totally irrelevant. In a word, they failed to take into account man’s almost infinite 
appetite for distractions.

For conditions even remotely comparable to those now prevailing we must return to 
imperial Rome, where the populace was kept in good humor by frequent, gratuitous 
doses of many kinds of entertainment….  But even in Rome there was nothing like the 
non-stop distractions now provided…. used as instruments of policy, for the purpose 
of preventing people from paying too much attention to the realities of the social and 
political situation.… 

A society, most of whose members spend a great part of their time, not on the spot, not 
here and now and in their calculable future, but somewhere else, in the irrelevant other 
worlds of sport and soap opera, of mythology and metaphysical fantasy, will find it hard 
to resist the encroachments of those who would manipulate and control it.”

Aldous Huxley


